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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



1. ^ The amendment filed on 27 December 2007 under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered, and has been: 

a) □ entered. 

b) □ entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention. 

c) S disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1 .31 3(c)(1 ) 
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) [x] disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) □ entered in part. See explanation below. 

Applicants' amendment filed on 27 December 2007 will not be entered because the amendment was filed after the issue fee 
was paid (on 5 November 2007). 37 CFR 1.312 no longer permits filing an amendment after the date the issue fee has been 
paid. 

Regarding the "Response to Rule 312 Communication" (mailed 1 1 December 2007), MPEP § 714(II)(F)(H) states, "An after- 
allowance amendment under 37 CFR 1.312, the amendment will be forwarded to the examiner. Amendments under 37 CFR 
1.312 are not entered as matter of right The examiner will notify the applicant if the amendment is not approved for entry. 
The examiner may attach a Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) to the form PTO-271, Response to Rule 
312 Communication (see MPEP § 714. 16(d)). The notice provides no new time period. If applicant wishes to file another 
after-allowance amendment under 37 CFR 1.312, the entire corrected amendment must be submitted before the payment of 
the issue fee." 




Jeff Piziali 

30 January 2008 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner for Patents 

Applicants' information disclosure statement of 18 January 2008 was filed after the issue fee was paid (on 5 November 2007). 
Information disclosure statements filed after payment of the issue fee will not be considered, but will be placed in the file. However, 
the application may be withdrawn from issue in order to file a request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 upon the 
grant of a petition under 37 CFR 1.313(c)(2), or a continuing application under 37 CFR 1.53(b) (or a continued prosecution 
application (CPA) under 37 CFR 1.53(d) if the CPA is for a design patent and the prior application of the CPA is a design application) 
upon the grant of a petition filed under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .3 1 3(c)(3). Alternatively, the other provisions of 37 CFR 1.313 
may apply, e.g., a petition to withdraw the application from issue under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.313(c)(1) may be filed together 
with an unequivocal statement by the applicant that one or more claims are unpatentable over the information contained in the 
statement. The information disclosure statement would then be considered upon withdrawal of the application from issue under 37 
CFR 1.313(c)(1). 

Regarding the 'Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement' (filed 18 January 2008), 37 CFR 1.97(i) states, "If an information 
disclosure statement does not comply with either this section or § 1 .98, it will be placed in the file but will not be considered by the 
Office." 




Jeff Piziali 

30 January 2008 
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